
Forensic Interview Decision Tree Tool

Valid CPS referral

Is the case type required to 

be referred to the CAC, per 

your locality’s MOU?

Follow non-CAC 

FA/INV process
No

Refer to CAC 
to schedule FI*

Yes

Consider: Would this case/child 
benefit from a FI, even if it is not 
required to be referred? For example: 
young child, child with 
developmental disability, child with 
mental health concerns, family with 
CPS history, etc. If yes, CPS can 
consider a referral for FI, subject to 
CAC’s availability.

*Keep in mind that the
quicker the CAC referral is
made, the more likely it is
that the CAC can schedule
the FI within the response
time.

Is FI available within the 

assigned response time?

Schedule FI, victim 

contact not required 

prior to FI

Schedule FI, CPS 

conduct minimal 

facts interview1 

within response 

time2** 

CPS observe 

forensic interview 

at CAC

Yes

No

**See Minimal Facts 
Interviews Job Aid

Acronyms
CAC: Child Advocacy Center
CPS: Child Protective Services
FI: Forensic Interview
MOU: Memorandum of Understanding

Pertinent Guidance References:
1--4.6.6 Minimal Facts Interviews
2--3.8.7 Initiating a Response to a Valid Report

Additional information available in the webinar:
VDSS Best Practices with the Forensic Interview Decision 
Tree Tool.  
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